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1. The travelling notions of risk

2. What it takes to shape risk culture

3. What are still missing?



mamala (Sunda)

bala (Aceh)

Mencari padanan kata ‘risiko’ 

dalam bahasa daerah ternyata tidak 

mudah.  Masyarakat lebih mengenal 

‘ancaman’ atau ‘bahaya’ ketimbang 

‘risiko’.  Bisa jadi ‘risiko adalah 

sebuah konsep yang masih 

terbilang baru yang secara diksi 

(pilihan kata) diterima oleh 

masyarakat di berbagai daerah, tapi 

secara konsep dasar, tidak 

demikian.  Atau setidaknya belum. 

bahayo (Minang, Melayu)

beboyo (Jawa)

RISIKOperri’ (Bugis)
The notion of:

RISK



Imagining what risks?
Ulee Lheue, Banda Aceh 
18 year after the Indian Ocean Tsunami 2004

Source: M. Arifin, 2021
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Asirman, villager at Saibi Samukop - Mentawai
(2015)
“…its including my son, Badai, living uphill.  In the beginning, he 
refused to move uphill.  I tried to explained the conditions about 
(potential) earthquakes here (in Mentawai).  If you build your house 
down the coast, and earthquake happened, something terrible 
could happen.  We could lost our home.  Where would we go.  We 
have fields uphill, so lets just build a house there.  Let me help you 
as best I could, together with your siblings.”



Imagining what risks?
North Pagai island
Mentawai
12 year after 
the Mentawai tsunami 
2010



The worst case scenario… 
The paradox of tsunami risk and State’s forests. 
• Narratives of Tsunami Megathrust as foreseen risks at larger scale (more 

fatalities and damages affecting the entire Mentawai islands)
• The national government has designated coastal areas as ‘red zones’ or at 

high risk. 
• 87% of Mentawai Island is state/political forest; 42% are given to private 

sectors and 27% are designated for national park and nature reserve. The 
rest is proposed for oil palm plantation and other extractive schemes

• It is illegal to inhabit State forests. 
• Almost no living space for foreseen tsunami survivors. 
• Assigning post-disaster relocation and resettlements potentially be 

devastating. 
• The government have  tried to bring people living in coastal zones into 

interior; People are reluctant as they have livelihoods in the coastal areas; 



…Relocation is 
‘the real 

tsunami’.  

Survivors of 2010 Tsunami in 
Sabeugunggung hamlet, after 
joint prayers and cleaning up 
mass graveyard.



Ahr valley flood, 
Germany 2021



Indonesia – German TsunamiRisk Research 
Collaboration Project:

Social dimensions of risks & risk culture
toward the improvement of the Indonesian 

Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System
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